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INDIA IN KALIDASA

These points will conclusively prove that Kalidasa was a poet of the Gupta
times. The perfect calm that pervades his works precludes the reign of Skanda
Gupta and the closing years of the reign of Kumara Gupta 1 which were marred
by the trouble with the Pusyamitras and the Hunas. The lower limit of the date
of the poet thus may be put in the year 449 A. D., 450 being the year of the war
with the Pusyamitras. But if both Kumara Gupta and Skanda Gupta have been re-
ferred Indirectly by the poet he might have lived to see the birth of Skanda Gupta.
The poet wrote extensively and his work must have extended over a long period
of time. If he lived to an old age, say eighty years, then taking his death
about A. D. 445, we can place his birth about A. D. 365 . Thus he may have been
born during the reign of Samudra Gupta and lived 'during the whole of Chan-
dra Gupta IPs reign and the major part of Kumara Gupta's rule. He thus may
have seen the birth of Skanda Gupta also as the prince must have been at least
twenty years old when he beat back the Pusyamitras, And if Kalidasa began his
career as a poet in his twenty-fifth year his \tnsamhdra may have been begun about
A. D. 390., and his period of activities may have spread over along range of time
coinciding with what Is popularly known as the Goden Age of Indian history1,

* Professor V. V. Mirashi has   discussed the  evidence from the Knntaksvaradantya in his
alidasa^ Ch. I, but here no discussion on that work has been made since the   iece is not yet re-

pece is not yet
covered.